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   2009 marks the 80th anni-
versary of the 99’s and the 
Kansas Aviation Museum util-
ized our annual Kansas Avia-
tion Gala to recognize the con-
tributions of female pilots to 
Kansas aviation heritage.   

   On Saturday, November 7th, 
the Kansas Aviation Museum 
mounted its annual Kansas 
Aviation Gala, during which the 
Kansas Governor’s Aviation 
Honor Award was bestowed 
upon one  individual—Dr. Paul 
E. Fortin—and one organiza-
tion—the Kansas Chapter of 
the Ninety-Nines—and J. Nor-
man Colvin was inducted into 
the Kansas Aviation Hall of 
Fame. 

KAM Executive Director Lon 
Smith has been writing his old-
time radio show – The River-
bend Radio Hour – for over ten 
years, producing, directing and 
starring in the show for some 
twenty-five performances, in-
cluding a stint as a morning 
show in Branson, Missouri.  The 
show is a mix of frolicking com-
edy and song parodies that will 
keep the audience in stitches.  
On January 30th, 2010, the Riv-
erbend Radio Hour will come to 
life in the atrium of the historic 
Wichita Air Terminal and current 
Kansas Aviation Museum as 
part of the 2nd Annual Winter 
Chill Party. 

   Smith is joined this year by a 
cavalcade of local celebrities  

Kansas Aviation Gala Honors 80th Anniversary of 99’ s 

Winter Chill Party to Be Broadcast Live on KNSS—Fea ture Local Celebrities 

. including Leon Smitherman and 
Anne Meyer of KSN, Denise 
Hnytka of KWCH, Steve 
McIntosh and Ted Woodward of 
KNSS, Molly McMillan of the 
Wichita Eagle, local philanthro-
pist Ann Garvey, KAM board 
member Ron Williams and KAM 
volunteer Debs McIlhenny and a 
special, duet dance performance 
with his daughter, Kelsie Smith. 

   The event is a fundraiser for 
the museum, includes dinner 
and will be broadcast live via 
KNSS.  All net proceeds support 
museum operations.  Cost for 
the event is $50 per person or 
$350 per table of eight.  To 
make a reservation, call 316-683
-9242. 

   The evening was festive, 
with contestants from the Ms. 
Kansas organization donning 
historic stewardess uniforms 
from the museum’s collection 
and passing out candy to 
those in attendance at the 
event. 

   The award ceremony was 
followed by a special honor 
ceremony to mark the occa-
sion of a novel historic event, a 
KC-135 mission personed by 
an all female crew from Team 
McConnell on which Mrs. 
Emily Warner, the first female, 
airline pilot to fly for an accred-
ited commercial airline was a   
passenger.  McConnell per-
sonnel filmed the flight and 
produced a video that was 
shown as part of the Gala fes-
tivities.  In addition, female 
members of Team McConnell 
along with the base Com-
mander and members of his 
staff were on hand to partici-
pate in this special honor cere-
mony that recognized both civ-  

-ilian and military female pilots. 

   Then Mrs. Warner took the 
stage to deliver her keynote 
speech, an account of her ex-
perience as a women breaking 
the ranks to work as a com-
mercial airline pilot. 

   Female pilots are an incredi-
bly important part of Kansas 
Aviation History and it is fitting 
that we recognized their ser-
vice to our state.  This event 
serves as an annual celebra-
tion of Kansas Aviation Heri-
tage.  In addition, it serves as 
a fundraiser for the museum, 
supporting the operations of 
the organization so that we 
can more effectively preserve 
and present Kansas aviation 
history. 

   In that regard, the event was 
highly successful, with net pro-
ceeds exceeding $21,000.  
Our thanks to all the sponsors 
for this event and our invitation 
to participate again next year. 
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so to speak. 

  That said, we have experi-
enced growth 
in our ex-
penses and, 
with the eco-
nomic slide, 
reductions in 
some areas of 
revenue that 
have typically 
sustained us. 

   Given this 

condition, we are asking that any 
who are able dig just a little 
deeper and make an additional 
contribution.  We know it is im-
portant to continue to portray 
and preserve Kansas aviation 
history and with your support, 
we will achieve our objectives. 

  Remember, we appreciate you 
very much and look forward to 
seeing you at the museum often. 

   First, let me say how much 
gratitude we feel for each and 
every one of you.  We know that 
you love this 
institution as 
much as we, 
and for that we 
are grateful.  
Your annual 
m e m b e r s h i p s 
help, in part, to 
keep the KAM 
plane in the air, 

   Terry Dobson is a natural to be 
a volunteer at an aviation mu-
seum, having spent roughly 
three years as an aircraft main-
tenance crew member in the 
active duty Air Force at McCon-
nell and approximately six years 
as a crew chief and mainte-
nance instructor with the Kansas  
Air National Guard. 

   A Wichita native born in 1938, 
Dobson has had first hand ex-
perience watching the develop-
ment of aviation history in the 
region.  He utilizes this knowl-
edge, along with his years of 
maintenance experience work-
ing on military aircraft and then 
as the owner of Deans Auto 
Center and Taylor Racing Boats, 

to shepherd the restoration of 
complicated, historic aircraft like 
the Watkins Skylark for which he 
is now the team leader and to 
work as a committed tour guide 
and docent. 

   Dobson can be seen here 
working with a group of teens 
from Mayberry Middle Magnet, 
instructing them regarding the 
various, historic products in the 
Cessna line. 

   In his career with the military, 
Dobson worked with untold num-
bers and types of planes includ-
ing but not limited to the F-86, F-
86D, F100 and the F105. 

   Terry is a great friend to the 
museum and a critical part of the 

September 27th—16th Annual KAM Golf Tourna-
ment 

October 16th—Lecture Series—Walt House 

November 6th—KAM Annual Gala 

December 2nd—KAM Annual Open House 

For more information on upcoming events call Lon 
Smith at 316-683-9242 or email lon-
smith@kansasaviationmuseum.org 

You can also find details about these events at: 

http://www.kansasaviationmuseum.org/events.php 

January 30th —2nd Annual Winter Chill Party 
(reservations required) 

February 20th—Lecture Series—Speaker TBD 

March 6th—KAM Irish Ceilidh 

April 8th—Laird Swallow Exhibit Opening 

May 22nd—KAM Family Fun Day 

June 19th—Lecture Series—Speaker TBD 

July 17th—Rockin’ the Ramp KAM Jam 

August 5th—Historic Tower Exhibit Opening 

Director’s Notes—Memberships and Giving 

Volunteer Focus—Terry Dobson 

2010 KAM Calendar of Events 

on-going effort to make the Kan-
sas Aviation Museum the world-
class facility that Wichita deserves.  
We thank you for your time and 
efforts and hope to work with you 
for years to come. 

Heights by great men reached 

and kept were not obtained by 

sudden flight but, while their 

companions slept, they were 

tolling upward in the night. 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 



grounds.   We have visi-
tors from around the 
world who come here 
hoping to learn more 
about Wichita aviation 
heritage.  The KAM is a 
reflection of our commu-
nity and, as such, we 
want it to be as good a 
reflection as possible. 

   With that in mind, we 
call upon community 
members to get on board 
with us as we build ex-
citement and energy 
about the Kansas Avia-
tion Museum.     

   The Kansas Aviation 
Museum has been en-
gaged in a phased capital 
campaign for approxi-
mately five years, with 
Phase I—the exterior 
restoration of the historic 
terminal—complete and 
work ongoing on subse-
quent phases that will 
secure 16.74 acres to the 
north of the facility, com-
plete interior restoration 
of the building, construct 
new restoration and dis-
play hangers and up-
grade the museum 

   Memberships are al-
ways available and at a 
variety of levels.  Corpo-
rate and personal contri-
butions are welcomed 
and will help move this 
project along at a pace 
commensurate with our 
moniker: Air Capital of the 
World. 

  Join us in making this 
the world class facility 
that Wichita deserves and 
one about which we can 
all be proud.  For more 
information, call 316-683-
9242. 

Final Word 

Preserving the Past While 
Promoting the Future of 

Kansas Aviation 

We’re on the web at: 

www.kansasaviationmuseum.org 

Kansas Aviation Museum 
3350 South George Washington Blvd. 
Wichita, KS 67210 

Non-Profit Org  

US Postage  

P A I D  

Wichita KS  

Permit No 84  



   The Kansas Aviation 
Museum is dedicated 
to the preservation of 
Kansas Aviation Heri-
tage.  For 2010, the  
KAM clearly upheld its 
mission by completely 
renovating three areas 
of the historic terminal 
in which we are  
housed and about half 
of another. 

   In addition, the mu-
seum staff and volun-
teers opened six new 
exhibits for the  year.  
That’s a new exhibit 
every two months in-
cluding the Boeing Ra-
dar/Antenna Range 
Story, The Air Adven-
tures of Jimmie Allen, 
Kansas Pilots and the 
Allison V1710 Engine, 
the 80th Anniversary of 
the 99’s and The His-
toric Wichita Air Termi-
nal exhibit.  We also 
produced two, world-

class videos that 
are part of the Boe-
ing and building 
history exhibits. 

   Further, the engi-
neering study be-
ing conducted by 
the City of Wichita 
is nearly complete.  
This study is to deter-
mine the cost and fea-
sibility of adding an 
electrical upgrade, ele-
vator, new restrooms 
and HVAC to the his-
toric terminal.  Once 
complete, the Wichita 
city council will con-
sider funding the pro-
ject in conjunction with 
the $150,000 dollars 
the KAM has raised so 
far toward the project. 

   Also this year, we 
have nearly completed 
a $50,000 effort to re-
assemble the B-47 with 
only the outriggers and 
surface treatment re-

maining to finish. 

   Demolition is already 
under way in four more 
areas of the museum in 
preparation for renova-
tion and new exhibits, 
so 2010 looks to be 
just as active as 2009. 

   Join in the excite-
ment of making this the 
world-class museum 
that Wichita deserves.  
If you have an interest 
in supporting any of 
these new projects with 
time or monetary con-
tributions, please call: 
316-683-9242. 

2009 Highly Successful Year for 
Kansas Aviation Museum 
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· Kansas Aviation Gala a 
Roaring Success!!! 

· Volunteer Focus—Terry 
Dobson 

· See Our Annual Calen-
dar of Events Inside 

“ KAM Holds Annual Open House  
   On Thursday, De-
cember 10th, the KAM 
held its 2nd Annual 
Open House to show-
case all the exciting 
new exhibits and reno-
vations that have oc-
curred here at the mu-
seum in the past year. 

   Over 150 were in 
attendance for the 
event which featured 
the dedication of The 
Historic Wichita Air 
Terminal exhibit and a 
custom cake with base 
constructed by KAM 
volunteer Wayne Law-

rence and cake by 
CAMEO Cakes. 

  Everyone in at-
tendance had a 
fantastic time tour-
ing the new exhibits 
and enjoying cake and 
punch. 
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Phone: 316-683-9242 
Fax: 316-683-0573 

Toll Free: 877-683-9242 
 
 

E-mail: 
info@kansasaviationmuseum.org 

 


